ANT 201: Critical Reading Assignment Instructions
Winter 2021

Assigned Article: Van Heekeren, Deborah. (2017) Searching for fish names with the Vula’a of Papua New Guinea. History and Anthropology. 28(5), 605-629. 

Introduction: One of the goals of this course is to learn to think critically about published, peer-reviewed articles within the discipline of Anthropology. This means going beyond your personal opinion to dissect an article’s methods, data, and conclusions. You will be providing a critique of a recently published (>5 years) article relevant to Cultural Anthropology. 

Instructions: Download the article from the Course Materials section of the course website on Blackboard. Be active while reading the article–ask questions (to yourself and to the author) about the article as you read and make notes about what you agree and disagree with and why. You may also want to go through your textbook and identify the concepts or methods that the article addresses. 

Once you have a good understanding of the article, answer the following 4 questions (45 points) in complete paragraphs and correct formatting/grammar for written assignments (5 points). While there is no specific page limit for this assignment, a thorough and well-articulated critical reading article will be approximately 4-5 pages double-spaced. Submit your answers as an attached file through the assignment link on Blackboard. Your final submission on Blackboard must be in either Microsoft Word (.DOC, .DOCX) or Adobe Acrobat (.PDF) format to receive credit. Answers should be in complete paragraphs, and follow the guidelines for written assignments found in your syllabus and at the end of this assignment. 

Questions for Assignment:
Total Credits (50pt)

Format, Grammar, Spelling (5 points): your answers are well written and formatted according to the provided guideline (see Written Assignment Guidelines below)

1. Summary of Article (15pt): What is the main focus of the article? What question(s) or hypothesis is the author interested in asking? When and where did this research take place? What conclusions (at the end) does the author make about the cultural beliefs, behavior, or values expressed in the article?  

2. Data and Methods (10pt): What “data” did the author collect? What methods did the author use to obtain that information? Did the author interview informants/interlocuters? If so, what were their ages, occupations, gender ratio etc.? Is the data provided by the author in the article sufficient to accurately portray the people and the culture discussed in the article? Why or why not? Please provide specific details from the article to support your opinion. 

3. Cultural Relativism (10pt): Did the author take a culturally relativistic approach to the subject? Is the author a “native” anthropologist or does he have an outsider’s perspective? Use specific examples from the article to argue either in support OR against whether the author used an unbiased approach to their research. 

4. Viewpoint/Perspective (10pt): What other perspectives (besides that of the author) were presented in the article (e.g. informants, other anthropologists)? Are there additional viewpoints that should have been included in the article but were missing/excluded? How could the inclusion of these other viewpoints potentially change the perspective of the article? Provide specific examples of how the inclusion of these additional viewpoints could have added to the perspectives discussed in the article. 

Guidelines for Written Assignments

Unless otherwise specified by your instructor, all written assignments completed outside of class must conform to the following guidelines. If you are having difficulty with an aspect of a particular assignment, I'll be happy to look at a single rough draft of your work before the submission deadline to provide general comments for improvement. Rough drafts should be emailed to me directly from your WCC email account and must be received at least five (5) days prior to the due date for the assignment.  

ASSIGNMNETS THAT DO NOT CONFORM TO THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES WILL BE INELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE FULL CREDIT.


1. All assignments completed outside of class must be typed, use a 12-point font, have 1” inch to 1.25”
    inch margins and must be double-spaced. Times New Roman or another easily legible font is preferred. 

2. All final drafts of assignments must be submitted through the appropriate assignment link on Blackboard and must be in Microsoft Word (.DOC or .DOCX) format, or Adobe Acrobat (.PDF) format unless otherwise specified.  Assignments submitted in any other format will not receive points. The file name of your assignment should include your name, the assignment name, and the name of the class. 

3. All outside references must be cited in your assignment, both in the body of your paper (such as Smith, 2017) and in a references cited section at the end of your paper.  Any information from an outside source used in an assignment and not cited is plagiarism, regardless of your intentions or how the information was used.  You should use AAA (American Anthropological Association), APA, or MLA citation formats when citing outside content.  The website http://www.easybib.com contains instructions for formatting references in MLA. The website https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html contains references for formatting papers using APA. 

4. DO NOT use references from the Internet!  You may use electronic copies of peer-reviewed journal
    articles and books but not websites, even if they are from an organization or an academic source.   

5. DO NOT use quotes in your assignments. Quotes from articles longer than 5 words in length will be ignored for grading purposes and will result in a significant loss of points on your assignment. Rather than using quotes, please paraphrase and provide a reference. I want to see your ideas and explainations, not those of another writer.  
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